



Its Anatomy and Consequences 
for the Global Order
1. Russia and Ukraine: an outline of relations
 From Kiyevan Rus to Maidan Revoultion
2. The Causes of the Crisis
 Leagal and historical arguments
 Russian Expansionism and Ukrainian Revolution 
3. The Timeline of the Russian Intervention
 The Seizure of Crimea
 The War on Eastern Ukraine
4. Conseqences and Risks of Russian Actions
Structure of Presentation




A loose federation of East 
Slavic Tribes
988 Chriztianization with 
the Orthodox Christianity
 For Ukrainians Kievan Rus is 
a founding Ukrainian state
 For Russians Kievan Rus is 
the first period of Russian 
history










Ruling over Ukraine is a 
prereqisite of a Grat Power 
status
Ukrainians are seen as 
„almost Russians”
Parts of Ukrainian teritory 
are seen as an ancestral 
Russian lands
Historical Legacy of Ukraine and Russia
Ukraine’s Perspective
Russia over the years has 
been either an ally or a foe; 
neutral stance towards 
Russia prevailed
Ukrainian identity was 
better preserved in the 
western part of the country, 
which was also rather anti-
Russian
The Causes of the 
Crisis
Weak, holowed state institutions
Pervasive corruption
Oligarchic  Bussines-Regime 
Relations
 Slightly restricted democratic 
freedoms
Distrust towards the 
government
Deteriorating living conditions
A State of the Ukrainian State ad. 2013





Acceptance of the government
 Approval rate approx. 35-40%
 Improving living conditions
Ambitions of building its own 
geopolitical bloc: the Eurasian Union
A State of the Russian State ad. 2013
Russia’s Perspective
Plans for the Eurasian Union 
with the Ukraine as its vital 
part
Any pro-western policy shift 
among CIS states is seen as 
a threat
Build-up for the crisis
Ukraine’s Perspective
 Society is fed up with the 
corrupt regime of 
Yanukovych
The possibility of signing 
Association Agreement with 
the EU is seen as a chance 
for a better future
 Since early December 2013 to 
21 February 2014 protesters 
took over the Kiyiv city center
During the clashes on 18-20 
February approx. 100 protesters 
died
On 21 Feb. Pres. Yanukovych 
signed a EU sponsored comprise 
deal with the opposition leaders
The Maidan Revolution in Kiyiv
Escape of Yanukovyvh on the night of February 21




gunmen seize key buildings in 
the Crimean capital, 
Simferopol.
4 March: Putin stated in a press 
conference that the soldiers 
occupying military bases were 
not Russian soldiers, but local 
forces of self-defence
Crimea: Military Developments
1 March: Russia's parliament approves 
President Vladimir Putin's request to 
use force in Ukraine to protect Russian 
interests.
16 March: Crimea's secession 
referendum on joining Russia is backed 
by 97% of voters, organisers say
17 March:  the Crimean parliament 
officially declared its independence 
from Ukraine and requested full 
accession to the Russian Federation
Crimea: Political Developmnets
UN Charter art. 2, pt. 4:
„All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of 
force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any 
other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations”
1994 Budapest Memorandum
 State soverignity and teritorial integrity of Ukraine is guaranted  by Russia, 
USA, UK. 
Violation of International Law
Vetoing the UN SC Resolution on Crimea’s Referendum 15/3/2014
 Signing the "Restitution of Crimea and Sevastopol inside the 
Russian Federation" treaty on 18 March 2014
Annexation of Crimea by Russia
 Skyrocketing of the Regime’s legitimacy
 Approval rates above 80%
Nationalist mobilization of the society
The „besieged fortress” narrative of state media
A sense of confrontation with the West
 The first wave of sanctions is set up by the US and EU
 Presenting alternative to liberal-democratic order: the conservative-
patriotic one 
Conseqences for Russia
A surge of anti-Russian sentiment
 A Catalyst of Ukrainian identity building
 „Nation under attack” mode helps to overcome post-
revolutionary clevages 
 It opens the door for the Petro Poroshenko victory in presidential 
elections on 25 May
A deep disapointment with the condition of Ukrainian state
Conseqences for Ukraine
The Changing attiude towards USRR’s legacy: 2014
7 April: Protesters occupy 
government buildings in the 
east Ukrainian cities of 
Donetsk, Luhansk
11 May: Pro-Russian 
separatists in Donetsk and 
Luhansk declare independence 
after referendums 
27 June: The EU signs an 
association agreement with 
Ukraine
Eastern Ukraine: Political developments
15 April: Start of an Ukrainian "anti-
terrorist operation" 
22 May: Rebel attack on checkpoint 
leaves 14 soldiers dead
29 May: Pro-Russian rebels shoot down a 
military helicopter near Sloviansk
4 June: Separatist take two Ukrainian 
military bases in Luhansk
14 July: A Ukrainian An-26 military 
transport aircraft is shot down close to 
the Russian border at a height of 6,500m 
17 July: MH17 plane is shot down near 
the village of Grabove
Eastern Ukraine: Military developments
Donetsk People’s Republic Oficcials: Alexander Borodai; Igor Girkin 
3 August: Ukrainian forces have 
surrounded the city of Luhansk
22 August: A convoy of more than 
100 Russian lorries enters Ukraine 
without permission
27-30 August: Direct involvement of 
Russian regular troops in the 
counterofensive with havy casualities
5 September: Ukraine and pro-
Russian rebels in the east sign a truce 
deal
The Aftermatch of MH17 shoting 

Were the annexation of Crimea and a proxy war on Eastern 
Ukraine pre-planned?
Are the Russians’ actions against Ukraine a part of the larger, 
strategic plan to forcefully subdue its neighbours?
Will economic sanctions alter Russian behaviour?
Big questions?
Consequences and 










• owning the major Russian industries
• Lack of economic reforms undermined 
the perspective of growth
• Most of them are uninterested in a 
geniuine economic reform
• While their interests oppose economic 
reform, they are interested in 






• A core group consisting of former KGB 
(FSB) officers close to Putin
• Interested in preserving the 
cohesiveness of the current system
• Willing to use the minor armed 
confrontations to boost both its budget 
and legitimacy
Russian perspective: The Regime’s dynamics
Russian perspective: impact of sanctions and countersanctions
The political and economic union established by a treaty 
signed on 29 May 2014 between the leaders of Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, and Russia
 A single economic market of 171 million people and a gross domestic 
product of 3 trillion U.S. dollars.
 Is Russia still able to manage its immedieate environment?
The CIS countries and the Eurasian Union
Weakening the state soverignity principle
Regionalization of international security
Opening the doors for forcefull change of the borders
Weakening the NPT regime
The Global Perspective: Beyond 2014
Thank you.
